
“I DON’T NEED A WILL” 

Solicitors & Estate Agents 

This is the view of many people in Scotland, who believe that their financial affairs will effectively take 
care of themselves following their death and automatically pass to the people who they would wish to  

inherit. Unfortunately, that is not the case… 

 

“Everything will pass to my husband/wife/partner anyway” 

A surviving spouse is only entitled to a specific amount of his or her spouse’s estate, with the deceased’s 
children entitled to the balance. If the deceased has left no children, then once the surviving spouse has 
received his or her limited share, the remainder of the estate is divided among any surviving parents of the 

deceased and the deceased’s brothers and sisters. 

The situation is even more complicated where a couple are not married, even if they have been cohabiting 
and operating shared finances for years. If no Will is made, then an application has to be made to the court 

by the surviving partner to claim a share. 

The law of intestacy, which applies when no Will is left, specifies how an estate should be divided but this 

is often very different to how many people would wish their estates to be divided. 

 

“I don’t own enough to have to worry about a Will” 

No matter how little you have, you still want what you do have to go to the person you would choose to 

inherit and that can only be done by making a Will. 

 

“I’m not paying expensive legal fees to make a Will” 

Unfortunately, in almost every case this will prove to be a false economy. MSM can currently assist you in 
making  a simple Will for a specially reduced fee of only £50 plus VAT.  This is a fraction of the          
additional costs which are incurred in dealing with an estate where no Will has been left. For example, 
before Confirmation can be granted to an estate where there is no Will, the Executor must obtain a special 
Insurance Policy known as a Bond of Caution. The premium for this Bond of Caution will be several   

hundred pounds. Additional court fees and legal fees will also be incurred. 

 

“I don’t want to think about dying” 

Nobody does but you must also give some thought to trying to make things as easy as you can for the  
family or friends who will be left to deal with your estate.  It is not only more expensive to deal with an 
estate where no Will has been left, but also more complicated and time-consuming. Failing to leave a Will 

can delay transferring your estate to your beneficiaries by several months. 

 

“I’ve made my own Will” 

Although many home-made Wills are perfectly valid, there are, unfortunately, a large number which do 
not meet the strict rules which are required for a Will to be treated as validly executed. We are happy to 

meet with you free of charge to review a home-made Will and determine whether it is legally valid. 

 

Now turn over to find out just how easy it is to make your Will. 



MAKING YOUR WILL 
 

Most people are surprised by how easy it is to prepare a Will. We will automatically include various clauses 

dealing with required formalities including: 

 The revoking of any previous Wills 

 The duties of the Executor 

 The arrangements for making payment of any taxes or duties 

 Allowing any future informal writings to be taken into account 

 

We generally only require two pieces of information from you to prepare your Will, that being who you 

wish to be your Executor and how you wish your estate to be divided. 

 

EXECUTOR 

This is the person who will deal with the administration of your estate after your death.  This is normally a 

family member, close friend or solicitor.  The Executor can also be a beneficiary. You can choose two or 

more people to be your Executors.  We recommend that you select a second choice Executor in case your 

first choice dies before you do. 

 

DIVIDING YOUR ESTATE 

In your Will you can make bequests of specific items of property, including any house, jewellery, furniture 

etc or a legacy of a fixed sum of money to a particular person or persons. 

Alternatively, many people will simply specify how the residue of their estate is to be divided. The residue 

is your whole estate after funeral expenses and other debts have been paid.  It is possible to leave the     res-

idue to one person or to divide it among more than one person and specify the share (for example one half 

or 30%) which each person is to receive.   

You can of course have a combination of specific bequests and legacies and then a clause dealing with the 

residue of your estate. 

Finally, it is also best to state in your Will what is to happen if a person who is due to receive a legacy dies 

before you do. 

 

 

 

 

We have reduced our fee for making a simple Will to only  £50 plus VAT.  
 

If you require a more complex Will, for example involving trust provisions, we will be happy to discuss a fee with you. 
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